Statement on funding of faculty travel

These criteria will be applied to travel requests as a group, and they will be considered in relation

to the nature of the request and departmental priorities.

1. Communication Research Conferences. Priority will be given to presentation of research at “mainstream” communication conferences (such as NCA, ICA, AEJMC, AIR) and communication sub fields (e.g., conferences in argumentation, communication history, rhetoric, communication and politics, intercultural communication, etc.).  Lower priority will be given to non-communication conferences (e.g., American Political Science, Am. Sociological Association, American Historical Association). In some instances, these might be appropriate for funding, but generally will have lower priority than communication-centered conferences.

2. Faculty Research. Priority will be given to those faculty who are presenting research papers.  In this category, higher priority will go to first authors or to faculty who co-author as mentors with graduate students.   Travel not related to presentation of research work will draw little or no support.

Additional credit (after the research issue in #2) will be given to faculty who 

(a) are officially representing the department in some administrative capacity (e.g., interviewing job candidates, hosting a departmental booth)  or

(b) who hold leadership positions in the professional organization            (e.g., head of a division, member of an elected committee). 

Faculty who have these additional obligations, with a wide range of convention duties, will need to be at conferences for a longer period than those with fewer obligations. 

3. Prioritizing Travel. The goal is to provide substantial funding for one research conference a year, with less generous funding for a second or third conference.  Faculty will have the option of prioritizing the funding levels.  

4. “Banking” Travel support. The goal is to think about travel in 2-3 increments, rather than just one year. So faculty with no travel during year 1 will have higher funding for a conference in year 2 than if they went to a conference every year. (This would not necessarily mean twice as much funding, however).

5. Specific due dates. Travel requests will be accepted and decided upon quarterly.  Requests for autumn quarter travel will be due October 1; Winter January 1; Spring April 1; Summer, June 1.

6. Assistant Professors’ Research. All other things considered equal, a high priority will be placed on funding assistant professors’ travel for presentation of research work at communication conferences. 

7. Other sources of travel funds.  Faculty are expected to seek other available travel funds (e.g., Gowen Fund from the Graduate School).   

