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Tutorial on Nikon D-80


The Nikon D-80 camera is a very powerful and functional camera that allows user to take very nice pictures for multiple purposes. 


To begin taking pictures with the camera, the control panel on the top of the camera is very helpful; it tells us a lot of information about the shooting mode and the camera itself. For examples, it tells you the battery level, how many more photos the memory card can hold, flash setting, image quality, image size, white balance, shooting mode, ISO sensitivity, focus mode, metering method, AF-area mode, etc. (See below)
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On the other side on the top there is a mode dial, letting us choose from various shooting mode by rotating it. The easiest mode is auto; it is good for beginners as we can simply have a photo by pressing the shutter-release button. Also, we need to switch to A (which means Auto) on the A-M mode switch, and AF (which means Auto Focus) on the Focus-mode selector (See below) in order to take photo easily since the camera will do all the work for us automatically. The camera also allows us to have more advance professional photography that requires more skills and knowledge of the camera. There is a particular mode for close-ups, portraits, landscapes, or moving objects.
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In order to capture a fast-moving object, rotate the mode dial to sports (with the man running), so the camera can adjust the focus of the object in a dynamic area, even when the object moves out of one of the focuses, other focus areas can still be used. As a result, we can capture a nice photograph of moving object as if it is frozen at that instant. It is good for sport reporting as objects move very fast in that occasion. 
Right next to the top control panel on the top, there is a shooting mode button, we can select ‘single frame’ if we want to have one exposure per time that we press the shutter-release button. Or we can have series of photographs taking per time by selecting ‘continuous’. It allows the photographers to take photos continuously and capture objects with quick and unpredictable movements. If the photographer wants to get into the picture too, s/he can use the ‘self-timer’. 

There are lots of buttons to on the left hand side of the monitor. The ISO button allows us to increase ISO sensitivity level of the photos without changing the aperture. The ISO sensitivity is default at 100 when the shooting mode on the mode dial is at P, S, A and M modes, and auto on the other shooting modes. When the shooting mode is set to the P, S, A or M, rotate the main command dial on the right (located below the control panel on the top of the camera) and we can change the ISO sensitivity. With the desired ISO sensitivity, it increases the shutter speed without changing the aperture setting so the image will not be blurry. 

The main command dial on the right can also adjust white balance, when you press down the white balance (WB) button the left, you can change the white balance setting by rotating the command dial. Or you can change the white balance by the menu button and select the white balance you want on the main screen. White balance is important because it ensures that colors appear natural regardless the color in the surroundings. There are nine white balance choices in this camera: auto, incandescent, fluorescent, direct sunlight, flash, cloudy, shade, choose color temperature and white balance preset. White balance function is particularly useful when light source is mixed, for instance, when sunlight goes into a room where there are lights in the room already from the lamp. Different settings of white balance and the knowledge of lighting conditions let us get photographs with different moods: some may be brighter some may appear blueish or yellowish.  

This camera also features a retouch menu; we get to this from the menu button and scroll down to the third tab. In the retouch menu consists of D-lighting, red-eye correction, trim, monochrome, filter effects, small picture and image overlay. It allows us to retouch photo without putting it on the computer. The D-lighting functions can make dark images brighter. The monochrom function allows us to make image only appear in certain color tone: black-and-white, sepia and cyanotype. Moreover, with the filter effect function, we can change the overall tone of an image such as we can emphasis the blue for a blue sky. 

There is a flash exposure compensation button (located under the D-80 silver logo) which allows us to alter flash output intensity. We can change the brightness of the object according to our choice. We can increase light to an object or reduce excessive light. We can access this function by pushing the flash exposure compensation button and rotate the sub command dial (located around the on/off button). 

Bracketing is another good function offers in this camera to provide us more choices of lighting effects. This function is used to a shoot situation in which it is hard to compensate for exposure. By using bracketing, every time that we push the shutter-release button, the camera takes consecutive frames of different exposures, and we can have different images to compare and determine which is the best shot. 


This camera is particularly powerful because it has the ability to work with other photography accessories such as more powerful flash light and lenses. There is a metal slide on the top of the camera, so we can slide another powerful flashlight to the camera which allows even better captures. We can also change lenses for this camera, so we can capture objects from far distance as well. There is a hole at the bottom of this camera, so we can put it on a tripod to avoid handshaking that blurs the photos. 


Last but not least, there are so many functions that come in this camera, I still have a lot to learn about. I hope we can have workshop about this camera so my photography skill can be enhanced. 

http://www.nikonusa.com/Find-Your-Nikon/ProductDetail.page?pid=25412
