	PD170 and PD150
Both cameras can be used as manual or automatic, but reading the manual will be very helpful. 

	POWER SWITCH - under the right thumb when the camera is hand held 

The power switch has four positions….

1. Press in the small green button and then rotate the power switch to VCR. 
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INSERTING A TAPE 
Both cameras take a mini DV tape that can be purchased at most retail stores. Although it looks easy, please be careful when inserting the tape because it can just as easily break the camera if not done correctly. 

Press the small blue EJECT button inwards and then slide downwards. 

1. Insert the tape 

2. First close the inner cassette compartment first where it says PUSH 

3. Finally close the outer cassette lid where it says PUSH 

AUTO FOCUS 

1. With the FOCUS switch set to AUTO the camera will automatically focus for you. 

2. Set the switch to MANUAL to take control of focusing and [image: image2.png]


appears in the viewfinder. 

3. The PUSH AUTO button below will automatically focus the camera on whatever is in the centre of the picture. When you release the button it will revert to the manual mode. 

THE LCD SCREEN 

1. Once you pull out the LCD screen the viewfinder is automatically switched off. 

2. However, both the Viewfinder and LCD will be on together when the screen is turned through 180 degrees 

3. Once the LCD screen is re-housed into the side of the camera the viewfinder becomes operational. 

4. When the screen is turned through 180 degrees (to do a piece to camera) it drops into "mirror mode". 

5. From that screen position you can also push the screen flat against the camera – with the screen facing outwards. This may be useful when conducting an interview with the camera on a tripod. 

6. You can adjust the brightness of the screen by using the LCD BRIGHT +/- controls on the left hand edge of the screen. 

7. You can also adjust the cameras backlight brightness in the menus 

NB in mirror mode a small cartoon face appears in the viewfinder (cute!).

Take care of the LCD screen….

1. Do not touch the surface of the screen 

2. Do not lift the camera by the viewfinder or screen 

3. Remember the LCD screen uses more battery power than the viewfinder. Revert to viewfinder only use, if battery power is running out. 

4. Exposing the screen to sunlight for extended periods will damage it. 
SOUND LEVELS 

The recorded sound can be adjusted by the AUTOMATIC GAIN CONTROL (AGC) to a predetermined level. But, AGC does have problems - if your subject is talking, the level will be set by the camera. When he/she stops talking the camera will then raise the background sound level. This raising and lowering of the background sound every time your subject stops then starts talking is called pumping and it is at its worst when the background sound is noisy e.g. a crowd at a football match or by a busy road. You will have more control over sound levels if you adjust them manually. 

First you must go into the menus... 

· Switch the camera on 

· Press the MENU button 

· Turn the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial until the CASSETTE icon is highlighted 

· Push the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial in to select the CASSETTE sub menu 

· Turn the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial until the words AUDIO SET is highlighted 

· Push the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial in to select the AUDIO SET options 

· choose either AGC CH1 - OFF 
· Push the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial in to select the mode option 

· REPEAT FOR AGC CH2 - OFF 

· You have now selected manual sound 

· Next select MAN GAIN ….. SEPARATE (to enabled each channel to be adjusted separately) 

To adjust the sound levels…. 

· Press the silver AUDIO LEVEL button. The viewfinder/LCD will show the recording levels. 

· You can adjust the incoming sound levels using the SEL/PUSH EXEC dial. 

· Use the headphones – (the headphone own volume level can be adjusted using the controls on the edge of the LCD screen.) 

· Peak levels should not exceed minus 3dB voice levels should be around minus 20dB 
· Generally, it is better to record slightly too low than way too high. 

· To clear the display (so you can see your shot!) just press the silver AUDIO LEVEL button. 

VX 1000 and the PD150

When you lay the 1000 and 150 alongside a VX-1000 is slightly longer on the lens end. If you're used to using the VX1000, the operation of the 150 will seem pretty familiar. But there are many more buttons to push and menu options to choose. Even at high gain levels (up to +18db) the picture noise is minimal on the 150 and 170, much cleaner than the VX-1000. 

Sony smartly retained some of the 1000's best features, like Custom Presets for audio and video level controls, shutter speeds down to 1/4 second, and Interval (time lapse) recording. But the new models do not incorporate the viewfinder focus aid. In the top left corner of the 1000's viewfinder there is a marker with two triangles and a circle. As you manually focus, one of the triangles should light up as you approach the focus point. When you hit that point the circle will light up. You can use this to ensure the camera is accurately focused. Sony has now taken it away on the newer cameras (PD150 and 170). 
