A light kit allows you to use a variety of light sources instead of relying on the on-camera light supplemented by whatever reflectors you have to illuminate your subject. A light kit contains two or three lights, some diffusers, stands, clamps and color correction gels to allow you to create professional-style two- or three-point lighting for your videos. All of the lights in this package can be mounted to light stands using the clamps and accessories that come with the kit

Reflectors and umbrellas

These tools are ideal for easily redirecting, changing the quality, or cutting the spill of light output. Reflectors can redirect sunlight or focused light, umbrellas (reflective or white nylon) can soften output of a light, and properly placed flags can help to prevent light output from hitting unintended areas of your set.

Gels and frames

Lowel gels can change the color to correct tungsten light for mixing with conventional daylight, or diffuse light output, or reduce it. And most of our Gel Frames fold compactly for storage and allow convenient gel placement.

COMPACT FOLDING GREY SIDE (on light) IS USED FOR EXPOSURE METERING WITH FOCUS TARGET AND WHITE BALANCES. USE ALSO FOR FOCUSING CHOICE WHEN MORE OUTPUT IS NEEDED.

The only thing that our cameras (film or Digital) can do is record the light and subject as we expose it. Either chose a different angle, determine exposure by taking a meter reading, determining additional light needed for best results, then use a external light for fill-light.

Controlling your light using Gels (color filters).
Color your light as you want and need before you take the image!
Gels give you the control of light.
Video images recorded in low light can look weak and poorly defined. Other potential lighting pitfalls include lighting that is too bright, causing hot spots, and light that is the wrong color temperature, making the colors of your subject appear wrong on tape. By properly using reflectors, you can fill the dark spots of your video's lighting design without using a lamp. Diffusers allow you to cut the brightness of a light source, and colored gels let you correct the color of your lighting to match that of sunlight. Remember; always reset your camcorder's white balance whenever you are changing the color temperature of your lights.

Quick Lighting Tips

•
Use a bracket to mount your on-camera lights several inches above the camera to prevent your subjects from becoming flat and shadow less.

•
Re-white balance your camcorder after positioning your lights to make sure that your subject's colors are true when you tape.

•
Examine your studio lighting through a monitor. Viewfinders and flip-out LCDs are notoriously bad for showing how the lighting will look on the tape.

•
Use extra light when shooting indoors, ambient light is rarely enough to properly light subjects.

Three-point lighting is a very common lighting technique used in both still photography and in film. By using three separate light sources, the photographer can illuminate the shot's subject such as a person) however desired, while also controlling (or eliminating entirely) the shading and shadows produced by direct lighting.

Three lights: the Key Light, Fill Light, and Back Light
The key light, as the name suggests, shines directly upon the subject and serves as its principal illuminator; more than anything else, the strength, color and angle of the key determines the shot's overall lighting design.
In indoor shots, the key is commonly a specialized lamp. In outdoor daytime shots, the Sun itself often serves as the key light. The fill light also shines on the subject, but from a side angle relative to the key. It balances the key by illuminating shaded surfaces, and lessening or eliminating effects, such as the shadow cast by a person's nose upon the rest of the face. Not using a fill at all can result in stark contrasts across the subject's surface, depending upon the key light's harshness. Sometimes, as in low-key lighting, this is a deliberate effect, but shots intended to look more natural and less stylistic require a fill.
In some situations you can use a reflector (such as a piece of white cardstock mounted off-camera, or even a white-painted wall) as a fill light instead of an actual lamp. Reflecting and redirecting the key light's rays back upon the subject from a different angle can cause a softer, subtler effect than using another lamp.

The back light shines on the subject from behind, often (but not necessarily) to one side or the other. It gives the subject a rim of light, serving to separate the subject from the background.
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Here's how to set them:

1. Start in Darkness. Make sure there are no default lights, and there's no global ambience. When you add your first light, there should be no other light in the scene.

2. Add your Key Light. The Key Light creates the subject's main illumination, and defines the most visible lighting and shadows. Your Key Light represents the dominant light source, such as the sun, a window, or ceiling light - although the Key does not have to be positioned exactly at this source.

Create a spot light to serve as the Key. From the top view, offset the Key Light 15 to 45 degrees to the side (to the left or right) of the camera. From a side view, raise the Key Light above the camera, so that it hits your subject from about 15 to 45 degrees higher than the camera angle.

[image: image2.png]



The key light is brighter than any other light illuminating the front of the subject,

3. Add your Fill Light(s). The Fill Light softens and extends the illumination provided by the key light, and makes more of the subject visible. Fill Light can simulate light from the sky (other than the sun), secondary light sources such as table lamps, or reflected and bounced light in your scene.

4. Add Back Light. The Back Light (also called Rim Light) creates a "defining edge" to help visually separate the subject from the background.

From the top view, add a spot light, and position it behind your subject, opposite from the camera. From the right view, position the Back Light above your subject.
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